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Monodzukuri innovation ‘Kids design’
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Monodzukuri innovation ‘Kids design’

What is a Kids Design?

A kids design means a design made in consideration of materializing “safety & reliability” as well as
“healthy growth and development” from a viewpoint of children.

Since 1960s, the top cause of death in the age group one to fourteen years old has been “sudden
accident.” Therefore, it is becoming an urgent matter to establish a living environment, in which parents
can have and bring up their children free from fear, by preventing any recurrence of accidents.

Children are not “little adults.” In development and designing of products, it is necessary to assume
various scenes where children are living and to take physical sizes as well as characteristics of their
behaviors into consideration.

Also, the major feature of kids designs is the fact that they are applied not only to products for children
but also even products for grown-ups. In other words, kids designs can be said that they are universal
designs in consideration of children, who are not assumed to be direct users, in addition to the direct
users.

The Government’s Involvement in dissemination

of Kids Designs

The government is trying to prevent recurrence of accidents by collecting accident related information,
analyzing causes of such accidents and sharing the obtained information with consumers and manufacturers.
The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry has been building up such a social system since 2007.

n fact, there are some examples of new product developments using safe and reliable designs (kids designs) in
consideration of prevention of child accidents. Furthermore, starting in the year 2010, industries are actively
tackling product developments based on kids designs, and are also promoting "Kids Design Products
Development Assisting Project" to establish information infrastructures that can be utilized and access various
business types aiming to build up a society that helps continuous expansion of markets.
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